and is worked 
or feet. v.i. (V 
trea son ['tri:z 
betrayal of, 
disloyalty; be 
~i ble adj). 


(reas ure 


Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying War against them, 
or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No Person 
shall be convicted of Treason unless on the testimony of two Witnesses to the same 
overt Act, or on Confession in open Court. 


The punishment of treason shall be death or life imprisonment without the 
possibility of parole 


Treason is the crime of attacking a state authority to which one owes allegiance. 
This typically includes acts such as participating in a war against one's native 
country, attempting to overthrow its government, spying on its military, its 
diplomats, or its secret services for a hostile and foreign power, or attempting to kill 
its head of state. A person who commits treason is known in law as a traitor. 


At times, the term traitor has been used as a political epithet, regardless of any 
verifiable treasonable action. In a civil war or insurrection, the winners may deem 
the losers to be traitors. Likewise the term tra/tor is used in heated political 
discussion - typically as a slur against political dissidents, or against officials in 
power who are perceived as failing to act in the best interest of their constituents. In 
certain cases, as with the Do/chsto/egende (stab-in-the-back myth), the accusation 
of treason towards a large group of people can be a unifying political message. 


ADAM SCHIFF 


THE 
JANUARY 6" 
REPORT 


Christian theology and political thinking until after the Enlightenment considered 
treason and blasphemy synonymous, as it challenged both the state and the will of 


God. Kings were considered chosen by God, and to betray one's country was to do 
the work of Satan. 


